


Page2 The Sec ary

Virgin Islands in 2017 would not increase total payments made under the Medicare program and
would not change the essential acute-care nature of the Medicare SNF benefit. Therefore, we are
also utilizing the authority under section 1812(f) of the Act to provide coverage for extended care
services which will not require a new spell of illness in order to renew provision of services by a
SNF. Beneficiaries can then receive up to 100 days of SNF Part A coverage for care needed as a
result of Hurricane Irma in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the territory of the U.S. Virgin
Islands in 2017. This policy will apply only for those beneficiaries who:

* were evacuated from a non-institutional setting in an emergency area (as specified in the
waiver(s) issued under Section 1135 of the Act in connection with Hurricane Irma in the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the territory of the U.S. Virgin Islands in 2017), with respect
to the timeframes and geographic areas specified in the waiver(s) issued under section 1135 of
the Act as a result of that disaster,

» need SNF care as a direct result of Hurricane Irma in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and
the territory of the U.S. Virgin Islands in 2017,

« were in the process of “breaking the spell of illness™ for a prior SNF Part A stay, and would not
normally be eligible for additional SNF Part A benefits.



